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Abstract

The human being is a dual-dimensional entity who encounters both
the material world and the realm of immaterial realities, and moral
deviations constitute one of the principal obstacles on the path
toward felicity. Such deviations divert the human being from the
ultimate purpose of life and diminish the station of divine
vicegerency. Therefore, identifying the causes of moral deviation
and the means of remedying them is essential for preventing such
deviations. The present study examines the epistemic factors
underlying the emergence of moral deviations on the basis of VVerse
179 of Surah al-A‘raf, with particular attention to the exegetical
perspectives of Allameh Tabataba’i and Fakhr al-Razi, as well as
those of other Qur’anic commentators. Allameh Tabataba’i regards
neglect of human truths, deception by Satan, and the absence of
sound rational reflection as the principal epistemic causes of moral
deviation and emphasizes the necessity of attentiveness to divine
realities. Fakhr al-Razi, for his part, identifies four primary factors:
heedlessness of truths, divine retribution, the teleology of creation,
and order in divine action. Employing a descriptive—analytical
method, the present research investigates these factors and their
effects on human moral deviation and underscores the critical role
of recognizing divine truths in preventing such deviations.

Keywords: Exegetical perspective; moral deviations; epistemic
factors; Verse 179 of Surah al-4 ‘raf; Qur’anic commentators;
Allameh Tabataba’i; Fakhr al-Razi
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The phenomenon of moral deviation represents one

of the most profound existential crises confronting
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humanity, as it disrupts the teleological orientation

of human life toward felicity and diminishes the
ontological dignity of human beings as divine
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vicegerents on earth, a crisis that the Qur’an
situates not merely within the sphere of behavior
but more fundamentally within the epistemic
structure of the human soul, particularly in Verse
179 of Surah al-A‘raf, which identifies cognitive
failure as the root of moral collapse, a theme
elaborated extensively in the exegetical traditions
of both Allameh Tabataba’i and Fakhr al-Razi;
according to this verse, many among humankind
and jinn possess hearts that do not comprehend,
eyes that do not perceive, and ears that do not hear,
thereby descending below the level of animals, a
condition that Tabataba’i interprets as the result of
systematic neglect of metaphysical truths and the
corrosion of intellectual faculties under the
influence of satanic distortion, whereby the human
being becomes absorbed in the illusory material
surface of existence while remaining blind to its
transcendent meaning, a distortion that ultimately
severs the individual from divine realities and
transforms the cognitive apparatus from an
instrument of guidance into a vehicle of
misguidance (Motahari, 1998; Tabataba'i, 1995,
2008). In this epistemological framework, moral
deviation is not merely the product of weak will but
rather the culmination of prolonged cognitive
negligence, whereby repeated indifference to truth
engenders a condition of existential blindness that
restructures perception itself, rendering the
individual incapable of distinguishing between
benefit and harm, good and evil, guidance and
deviation, thus explaining the Qur’anic declaration
that such individuals are “more astray than cattle,”
since even animals retain an instinctual alignment
with their natural telos while morally deviant
humans sabotage their own higher faculties through
the abandonment of intellectual and spiritual
responsibility, a dynamic that Motahari
characterizes as the collapse of human self-
construction, in which freedom becomes self-
destruction when unmoored from transcendent
knowledge and ethical orientation (Motahari,
1998).

From the standpoint of moral semantics, the
concept of “deviation” (inhiraf) itself encodes the

Wy

epistemic nature of this crisis, as classical
lexicographers define it as departure from
equilibrium, cognitive distortion, and abandonment
of moral principles, with Raghib Isfahani
emphasizing its meaning as intentional departure
from the proper course of being and Mostafavi
Tabrizi interpreting it as a displacement of the soul
from its ontological center, thereby revealing that
moral deviation in Islamic thought is not reducible
to behavioral transgression but signifies a
fundamental disorder within the cognitive-spiritual
architecture of the person (Amid, 2010; Jarr, 1993;
Moein, 2003; Mostafavi Tabrizi, 1995; Raghib
Isfahani, 1992). This cognitive dislocation is
intensified through the domination of the lower
faculties—desire, anger, and delusion—which
classical exegetes describe as the three principal
engines of moral corruption, whereby the
appetitive faculty pursues pleasure without
restraint, the irascible faculty imposes harm and
aggression, and the delusive faculty cultivates
arrogance, domination, and exploitation, together
producing a systemic breakdown of ethical balance
that the Qur’an counters through its doctrine of
moderation and equilibrium, commanding justice,
benevolence, and restraint while prohibiting
obscenity, transgression, and oppression, thereby
establishing moral health as the product of
epistemic clarity and spiritual balance rather than
mere social conformity (Dehkhoda, 1993;
Makarem Shirazi, 1976; Tayyib, 1999).

In Tabataba’i’s exegesis of Verse 179, epistemic
failure emerges as the primary catalyst of moral
deviation, rooted in four interrelated deficiencies:
negligence toward divine truths, surrender to
satanic illusion, severance from metaphysical
awareness, and abandonment of disciplined
rational reflection, each of which progressively
dismantles the soul’s capacity for discernment until
the individual becomes cognitively incapacitated
despite possessing intact sensory and intellectual
faculties, a paradox that the Qur’an resolves by
explaining that the faculties themselves remain
structurally sound but are rendered functionally
inert through willful disregard for truth, a condition
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that culminates in divine withdrawal of
illumination as a consequence of persistent self-
induced blindness, thereby converting epistemic
negligence into moral destiny (Ahmad ibn
Hanbal, 1995; Tabataba'i, 1995, 2008).
According to Tabataba’i, authentic knowledge is
inseparable from ethical practice, and cognitive
illumination emerges only when theoretical
understanding is harmonized with moral discipline,
for without this unity the intellect becomes a tool
of rationalization rather than guidance, enabling the
individual to construct elaborate justifications for
transgression while progressively losing the
capacity for genuine insight, a phenomenon he
describes as the satanic inversion of truth whereby
falsehood masquerades as reason and illusion
adopts the appearance of certainty, thus explaining
why moral deviation intensifies over time despite
the accumulation of experiential knowledge
(Tabataba'i, 1995, 2008).

Fakhr al-Razi’s interpretation complements this
analysis by identifying four epistemic mechanisms
that propel moral deviation: deliberate negligence
toward existential truths, divine retribution as a
pedagogical response to cognitive arrogance,
teleological  distortion  whereby individuals
misconstrue the purpose of creation, and the
immutable coherence of divine order which renders
moral consequences inevitable rather than
arbitrary; for Razi, the most dangerous form of
ignorance is not absence of information but
conscious dismissal of known truths, a condition he
interprets as the defining feature of those described
in the verse as “the truly heedless,” since their
blindness is not accidental but chosen, reflecting a
moral decision to suppress awareness of existential
accountability, particularly the preparation of the
soul for the afterlife, which he describes as the true
field of human cultivation, with this world serving
as its womb (Fakhr Razi, 1999). Razi further
emphasizes that divine judgment is not imposed
externally but unfolds organically from the
epistemic posture of the individual, since God’s
actions are governed by absolute wisdom,
coherence, and order, such that moral deviation
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necessarily generates corresponding existential
outcomes, making the “creation for Hell”
referenced in the verse a description of epistemic
self-construction  rather  than  metaphysical
predestination, for individuals shape their own
ultimate destiny through the knowledge they
cultivate or neglect (Fakhr Razi, 1999).

The present study employed a descriptive—
analytical methodology grounded in systematic
textual analysis of classical Qur’anic exegesis,
particularly the works of Allameh Tabataba’i and
Fakhr al-Razi, supplemented by comparative
examination of ethical and philosophical sources,
with data extracted through thematic coding of
epistemic constructs related to moral deviation,
cognitive failure, and ethical collapse, enabling the
identification of core epistemological variables that
mediate the transition from moral awareness to
moral corruption, including negligence, rational
distortion, metaphysical alienation,  and
suppression of existential accountability, with
analytical synthesis revealing consistent patterns
across theological, philosophical, and
psychological domains regarding the centrality of
knowledge in shaping moral destiny.

The findings demonstrate that moral deviation
originates not at the behavioral surface but within
the epistemic depths of human consciousness,
where sustained neglect of truth progressively
dismantles cognitive discernment and moral
sensitivity, ultimately producing individuals who
retain sensory and intellectual faculties yet lack the
capacity to perceive reality’s moral structure,
thereby confirming the Qur’anic diagnosis that
moral corruption is inseparable from epistemic
failure and that genuine reform requires restoration
of  cognitive  responsibility,  metaphysical
awareness, and disciplined rational reflection.

In conclusion, moral deviation emerges as an
epistemological crisis rooted in the abandonment of
truth, the fragmentation of knowledge and practice,
and the erosion of spiritual awareness, whereby the
human being progressively forfeits the very
faculties that define authentic humanity, a



condition that only comprehensive cognitive-
spiritual renewal can remedy.
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