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Abstract

The phenomenon of repetition in the Holy Qur’an is among the significant
and longstanding subjects in Qur’anic studies and the science of exegesis.
Despite the attention given by some exegetes and scholars to the nature and
underlying wisdoms of repetition, this issue still requires independent and
more in-depth investigation. This necessity arises because many viewpoints
on the subject have been presented only sporadically or implicitly, leaving
a noticeable research gap in its systematic examination. In this regard, the
approach of Allameh Tabataba’i, as a distinguished contemporary Qur’anic
exegete, deserves particular attention due to its methodological and ijtihad-
based nature. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the present study
examines his perspectives as articulated in Tafsir al-Mizan and succeeds in
identifying more than twenty wisdoms and functions of repetition in the
Qur’an. The findings indicate that repetition in the Qur’an is by no means
redundant; rather, it is founded upon profound wisdoms, including
differences in meaning and context, clarification and elaboration, emphasis
and reinforcement of concepts, causal explanation, stimulation and
encouragement, receptiveness to admonition, magnification and
intensification, prevention of misunderstanding, and reminder for the
avoidance of forgetfulness and misguidance. Ultimately, this study explains
repetition as a divine instrument employed in the path of guidance,
education, and the manifestation of God's grace and mercy through diverse
rhetorical forms.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an, Repetition, Tafsir al-Mizan, Allameh Tabataba’i,
Wisdoms of Repetition, Exegetical Method.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study examines the phenomenon of repetition
in the Holy Qur’an through an analytical-
descriptive approach, with particular emphasis on
the exegetical method of Allameh Tabatabaei in Al-
Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an. Repetition has long been
one of the central questions in Qur’anic sciences,
Arabic rhetoric, and tafsir, because it appears in
various forms, including the repetition of words,
phrases, verses, thematic units, narratives, divine
attributes, warnings, promises, and argumentative
structures. While a superficial reading may regard
repetition as a form of redundancy, the classical
rhetorical and exegetical tradition has generally
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interpreted it as a purposeful device embedded in
the communicative, pedagogical, and miraculous
structure of revelation. In Arabic lexicography,
repetition is rooted in the sense of return,
recurrence, and re-presentation, while in rhetorical
usage it refers to the recurrence of a word or
meaning for a particular function such as emphasis,
confirmation, admonition, amplification, warning,
persuasion, or affective reinforcement (al-
Farahidi, 1984; al-Raghib al-Isfahani, 1992; Ibn
Manzur, 1994). From this perspective, repetition in
the Qur’an cannot be evaluated merely as a formal
linguistic occurrence; rather, it must be understood
in relation to context, audience, rhetorical situation,
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the purpose of the surah, and the broader divine aim
of guidance. The study therefore begins from the
premise that Qur’anic repetition is not a mechanical
recurrence of identical expressions, but a
meaningful reactivation of discourse in different
semantic, spiritual, and pedagogical contexts.

The theoretical background of the study shows that
Muslim scholars have approached repetition from
different but interconnected perspectives. Some
exegetes and rhetoricians have treated repetition as
one of the recognized modes of Arabic eloquence,
especially when it serves emphasis, clarification,
emotional intensification, or the renewal of
attention. Al-Jahiz, for example, does not consider
repetition defective when it is required by the
communicative  situation, particularly  when
addressing inattentive audiences or reinforcing a
meaning that must remain present in the listener’s
mind (al-Jahiz, 1998). Ibn Qutaybah also regards
repetition as one of the legitimate rhetorical habits
of the Arabs, especially in contexts where
reiteration  accelerates  comprehension  or
strengthens the intended meaning (Ibn Qutaybah,
1981). Similarly, al-Zarkashi and al-Suyuti discuss
repetition as a major issue in Qur’anic sciences and
emphasize that repeated expressions in the Qur’an
are never devoid of wisdom, but are linked to
rhetorical, exegetical, and theological purposes (al-
Suyuti, 1997; al-Zarkashi, 1995). Classical
exegetes such as al-Tabari, al-Zamakhshari, Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi, al-Qurtubi, Ibn Kathir, Abu
Hayyan, and Alusi also provide numerous
examples in which repeated verses or narratives are
explained through context, thematic progression,
warning, consolation, or divine instruction (Abu
Hayyan, 1999; al-Qurtubi, 1985; al-Tabari, 1992;
al-Zamakhshari, 1987; Alusi, 1995; Fakhr al-Din
al-Razi, 1999; Ibn Kathir, 1998). This background
demonstrates that repetition has generally been
defended as compatible with Qur’anic eloquence
and inimitability, although the depth and
systematization of this defense differ from one
exegete to another.

The methodological foundation of the present study
is descriptive-analytical and library-based. It treats

the Qur’an as the primary text and Al-Mizan as the
central exegetical source for identifying and
classifying the wisdoms of repetition. This method
is appropriate because repetition in the Qur’an is
not merely a lexical or stylistic phenomenon; it is
connected with semantic structure, contextual
coherence, the aim of each surah, and the gradual
formation of guidance through revelation. The
study first describes examples of repetition at
lexical, phrasal, verse-level, and narrative levels,
and then analyzes them through the interpretive
principles found in Tabatabaei’s commentary.
Tabatabaei’s method is especially relevant because
Al-Mizan is grounded in the principle of
interpreting the Qur’an through the Qur’an, with
constant attention to internal textual evidence,
coherence among verses, and the governing
purpose of the surah (Tabatabaei, 1995). In this
framework, repetition is not interpreted in isolation,
nor is it reduced to a decorative rhetorical device;
rather, each recurrence is examined in its
immediate and broader context. The study also
draws on the heritage of Qur’anic sciences and
Arabic rhetoric in order to situate Tabatabaei’s
view within the larger tradition, while showing how
his context-centered approach gives repetition a
more systematic explanatory basis than many
earlier discussions (al-Suyuti, 1988; al-Zarkashi,
1995; Ibn Abi al-Isba, 1964; Ibn al-Athir, 1999).
The findings indicate that repetition in the Qur’an
appears in several major forms: verbal repetition,
semantic repetition, and combined verbal-semantic
repetition. Verbal repetition refers to the recurrence
of the same or nearly the same expression, such as
emphatic statements that reinforce certainty,
warning, consolation, or divine promise. Semantic
repetition refers to the recurrence of the same
meaning, theme, or narrative content through
different wording and in different contexts,
especially in the stories of prophets such as Noah,
Moses, Abraham, and Jesus. Combined verbal-
semantic repetition occurs when both expression
and meaning recur, yet each occurrence still
functions differently because of its location,
audience, and rhetorical purpose. A prominent
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example is the repeated verse “Which of the favors
of your Lord will you deny?” in Surah al-Rahman,
where repetition functions as admonition,
confession, rebuke, rhythmic reinforcement, and
repeated confrontation with divine blessings.
Classical and modern exegetical sources have often
treated this repetition as a paradigmatic case of
Qur’anic rhetorical power (al-Baydawi, 1997; al-
Qurtubi, 1985; al-Sabuni, 2000; Makarem
Shirazi, 2007). Another major example is the
repetition of prophetic stories, which Tabatabaei
does not interpret as historical narration for its own
sake, but as a means of extracting divine norms,
consoling the Prophet, warning deniers, educating
the believers, and aligning each narrative segment
with the purpose of the surah in which it appears
(Tabatabaei, 1995). Thus, repetition serves
guidance rather than chronology, pedagogy rather
than mere narration, and contextual meaning rather
than formal duplication.

The analysis further shows that Tabatabaei
identifies numerous wisdoms and functions behind
Qur’anic repetition. Among the most important are
difference in meaning, difference in attribution or
construction, difference in context, emphasis and
confirmation, clarification and elaboration, causal
explanation, encouragement, admonition, rebuke,
warning, intimidation, glorification, magnification,
prevention of misunderstanding, remembrance
after possible forgetfulness, insistence on
preventing misguidance, manifestation of divine
mercy, praise, blame, curse, exhortation, and the
renewal of spiritual attention. In this regard,
repetition is closely connected with the Qur’anic
principle of tasrif, namely the varied presentation
of meanings through different expressions,
contexts, and rhetorical forms. Exegetes have long
noted that the Qur’an presents meanings in diverse
modes so that guidance may reach different
audiences, psychological states, and levels of
understanding (al-Suyuti, 1997; al-Zarkashi,
1995; Qutb, 2004; Rida, 1994). Tabatabaci’s
distinctive contribution lies in his insistence that
the decisive criterion for understanding repetition
is the internal context of the verse and surah. For

\n

him, repeated words are not necessarily repeated
meanings; and even when a meaning recurs, it may
appear under a new aspect, in response to a new
rhetorical requirement, or in service of a different
stage of guidance (Tabatabaei, 1995). This
approach allows the study to argue that Qur’anic
repetition has a coherent semantic system and that
every recurrence participates in the communicative
architecture of revelation.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that
repetition in the Holy Qur’an is neither redundant
nor stylistically defective, but a deliberate and
wisdom-based feature of divine discourse. Through
the analytical reading of Al-Mizan, it becomes clear
that repetition functions as a multidimensional
instrument of guidance, education, warning,
consolation, persuasion, remembrance, and
spiritual formation. It deepens meaning, renews
attention,  strengthens ~ memory,  prevents
misunderstanding, reveals different aspects of the
same truth, and adapts divine discourse to the
varying conditions of human reception. The study
also shows that Tabatabaei’s approach offers a
systematic model for understanding repetition
because it links repeated expressions to context,
surah purpose, internal coherence, and the broader
objective of guidance. Accordingly, what may
appear at first glance as recurrence is, upon careful
exegetical analysis, a purposeful reconfiguration of
meaning. The final conclusion is that there is no
useless repetition in the Qur’an; rather, every
repeated word, verse, or narrative participates in
the Qur’an’s enduring rhetorical, pedagogical, and
theological miracle.
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