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Abstract

The issue of afterlife life is one of the most fundamental subjects in
Islamic philosophy, bearing a deep connection with ontology,
epistemology, and philosophical anthropology. One of the major
philosophical principles that can play a decisive role in this domain is
the principle of Imkan al-Ashraf (“the Nobler Contingency”).
According to this principle, the existence of a higher ontological degree
has priority over the existence of a lower one, and this very assumption
became a metaphysical foundation for the School of Isfahan and for
Sadrian hikma muta‘aliya. The central question of this study concerns
the role of the principle of Imkan al-Ashraf in the rational explanation
of afterlife life, and the ways in which the perspectives of Mir Damad
and Mulla Sadra differ or converge on this matter. The research method
is analytical-comparative and is carried out through a close
examination of the works of Mir Damad and Mulla Sadra, along with
relevant philosophical and exegetical sources. The findings indicate that
Mir Damad, based on his doctrine of hudath dahrT (atemporal
origination), employs the principle of Imkan al-Ashraf to clarify the
status of the Barzakh world and its relation to resurrection, whereas
Mulla Sadra—Dby integrating this principle with substantial motion, the
immateriality of imagination, and the gradation of existence—offers a
more comprehensive and dynamic account of the post-mortem levels of
being and even bodily resurrection. The conclusion is that although both
philosophers accept the principle itself, the fundamental difference
between hudath dahri and substantial motion leads Mulla Sadra’s
explanation of afterlife life to exhibit greater coherence and
philosophical efficacy.

Keywords: Principle of the Nobler Contingency; Afterlife Life;
Resurrection;, Mir Damad,; Mulla Sadra; Islamic Philosophy.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The conceptual investigation of afterlife life

constitutes one of the central concerns of Islamic
metaphysics, as it stands at the intersection of
ontology, epistemology, and philosophical
anthropology, and is inseparable from broader
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discussions concerning the hierarchy of being, the
immateriality of the soul, and the logic of
resurrection. Within this discourse, the principle of
Imkan al-Ashraf (“the Nobler Contingency”) plays
a pivotal theoretical role, positing that the existence
of any lower ontological degree necessarily
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presupposes the prior existence of a higher, more
noble degree, and that the causal order of reality
must always proceed from the more perfect to the
less perfect. This principle—formulated in various
implicit forms by earlier Illuminationist thinkers
such as Suhrawardi and later developed explicitly
in the School of Isfahan—becomes a cornerstone of
the metaphysical arguments of both Mir Damad
and Mulla Sadra. Mir Damad employs it in the
context of his doctrine of hudiith dahri (atemporal
origination), arguing that the structure of existence
is divided into the three tiers of sarmad, dahr, and
zaman, and that the emergence of the temporal
world presupposes the prior actuality of higher
realms (Mir Damad, 1988). Mulla Sadra, in
contrast, integrates the principle into a dynamic
metaphysical framework built on asalat al-wujiid,
tashkik al-wujiid, substantial motion, and the
immateriality of imagination, thereby rendering the
principle not merely a static postulate of
ontological hierarchy but a generative law
governing the ascent of the soul and the
constitution of post-mortem existence (Mulla
Sadra, 2001). This expanded framework allows
him to incorporate not only the Barzakhic phase but
also bodily resurrection and the embodiment of
deeds into a unified explanatory system (Mulla
Sadra, 2005).

From a historical and conceptual standpoint, the
principle of the Nobler Contingency emerges as a
bridge between Neoplatonic emanationist schemas
and Islamic metaphysical concerns regarding
causality and the differentiation between necessary,
possible, and impossible beings. In the
interpretations of both Mir Damad and Mulla
Sadra, the principle is intimately linked with the
Avristotelian-Avicennan understanding of causality,
whereby an effect must always be inferior to and
dependent upon its cause, such that the very
possibility of the existence of anything deficient
implies the prior existence of something more
perfect (Mir Damad, 2001). Within Mir Damad’s
system, this axiom grounds his tripartite
cosmology: the temporal world (zaman) cannot
emerge unless the atemporal world (dahr) and the
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eternal world (sarmad) are presupposed; likewise,
the human soul cannot begin its worldly journey
unless its superior, immaterial root already exists as
an atemporal entity (Mir Damad, 1991). For Mulla
Sadra, the principle functions within a more fluid
metaphysics: because existence is a graded reality
(tashkik), the emergence of lower intensities of
being directly implies the prior actuality of higher
ones (Mulla Sadra, 2006). Moreover, his doctrine
of the immateriality of imagination establishes the
Barzakhic realm as an objective ontological plane,
required by the very fact that imaginal forms exist
in the human soul even during earthly life; since
imaginal content possesses an intensity of being
inferior to intellect and superior to matter, its
autonomous realm must exist as a necessary
ontological consequence of the principle (Mulla
Sadra, 2005). Both philosophers thus use the
principle as a meta-ontological law ensuring the
coherence of the vertical structure of being.

The divergent philosophical foundations of Mir
Damad and Mulla Sadra generate two distinct but
intersecting conceptions of afterlife life. For Mir
Damad, the soul originates in the atemporal realm
and enters temporality without forfeiting its
essential relation to higher levels of being; thus,
after bodily death, the soul naturally returns to a
realm more compatible with its immaterial nature,
which he identifies as the Barzakh. This return is
explained through the same logic that requires the
existence of higher realities: if the human being in
its lowest, corporeal form exists, then the higher
stages of its being must necessarily be actual (Mir
Damad, 1988). Mulla Sadra radicalizes this
scheme: the human soul does not merely pre-exist
in a higher realm but becomes increasingly
immaterial through substantial motion, thereby
journeying from corporeal origination to imaginal
independence and finally to intellectual subsistence
(Mulla Sadra, 2001). This continuous ascent is
itself a manifestation of the Nobler Contingency,
since every intensified degree of existence requires
a higher form of actuality as its cause and attractor.
This dynamic model allows Mulla Sadra to explain
the transformation of the soul after death as a
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natural continuation of its existential motion. It also
supplies the metaphysical foundation for bodily
resurrection: the imaginal body is generated by the
soul in accord with the principle that higher, more
subtle bodies must exist if grosser bodies exist
(Mulla Sadra, 2006). Thus, whereas Mir Damad
emphasizes the static hierarchy of being, Mulla
Sadra foregrounds the soul’s motion through that
hierarchy.

In the broader context of Islamic philosophical
theology, the principle of the Nobler Contingency
also supports scriptural conceptions of the afterlife,
especially those articulated by Shi‘i theologians.
Reports transmitted in early Imami sources affirm
the real, conscious existence of the soul in the
Barzakh after death, and the Qur’anic emphasis on
resurrection and recompense presupposes the
existence of higher phases of being beyond the
terrestrial world (Kulayni Razi, 1986). The
philosophical articulation of these doctrines
becomes especially clear when examined alongside
the imaginal ontology of Mulla Sadra, who argues
that the imaginal plane serves as the ontological
setting for the embodiment of human deeds, an idea
already hinted at in earlier philosophical
discussions but not systematically demonstrated
until the 4sfar (Mulla Sadra, 2001). Furthermore,
the comparative study of Greek sources—such as
Plato’s doctrine of the soul’s ascent (Plato, 2001)
and Aristotle’s analysis of the soul’s faculties
(Aristotle, 2002)—highlights the continuity
between Islamic philosophical accounts of the
afterlife and the older Mediterranean tradition.
Even Neoplatonist discussions of the soul’s
immortality reinforce the notion that the lower
strata of existence depend on the higher (Guthrie,
2010). This comparative lens reveals that the
Nobler Contingency is more than an isolated
principle: it is a philosophical law embedded in a
long genealogical heritage.

At the comparative level, the essential difference
between the two thinkers lies not in their
acceptance of the Nobler Contingency but in the
scope of its implications. For Mir Damad, the
principle confirms the fixed, pre-established
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architecture of being: the temporal world flows
from the atemporal world, and the Barzakh serves
as the intermediate ontological station necessitated
by the structure of existence itself. This makes
afterlife life intelligible but does not fully address
the problem of how the soul acquires its post-
mortem embodiment. Mulla Sadra, however,
extends the principle into an existential dynamism:
the soul is always advancing toward higher degrees
of being, and this ascent shapes the quality of its
afterlife experience. His explanation of bodily
resurrection relies directly on the Nobler
Contingency: if corporeal life exists as a deficient
mode of being, then a superior imaginal
embodiment must also exist; if imaginal
embodiment  exists, then its intellectual
actualization must exist as well (Mulla Sadra,
2005). This integration situates eschatology within
a metaphysics of motion rather than a metaphysics
of static hierarchy, thereby producing a more
comprehensive and internally consistent account.
Although both thinkers affirm the Barzakh, Mulla
Sadra’s account more fully links it to the
psychology of imagination and the ontology of
existence as graded intensity.

In conclusion, the analysis demonstrates that while
both Mir Damad and Mulla Sadra rely on the
principle of the Nobler Contingency to articulate
the rational foundations of afterlife life, it is Mulla
Sadra’s dynamic reconfiguration of the principle—
integrating substantial motion, the graded unity of
being, and the immateriality of imagination—that
yields the more comprehensive and philosophically
coherent explanation of the afterlife. His
framework not only accounts for the existence of
the Barzakh but also clarifies the nature of the
imaginal body and the embodiment of deeds,
thereby offering a unified vision of the soul’s
journey from corporeal existence to its final
intellectual consummation.
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