Volume 3, Issue 2, Year 2025

1P+ F Sl pgd o slows ¢pgu 0598

Islamic Knowledge and Insight

The Role and Contribution of Prayer in
Realizing the New Islamic Civilization in
the Thought of Ayatollah Khamenei

1. Ebrahim Rostami: Department of Political Science, CT.C., Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran

2. Mohammad Tohidfam*: Department of Political Science, CT.C.,
Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran (Email: Tohidfam@iau.ac.ir)

3. Mohammad Reza Hatami: Professor, Department of Political Science,
Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran

o Nl O gucs g S y2o

29 (Wl g8 Qo 3aT 50 Hlod s 9 mew
Slawls abl co T ads il

Ol e 5 ¢Sl 31T o83 6 3570 015 Aol ¢l p sk 09 8 2 gatny gl sl )
Ol 18 Dt 35T o3l (3570 015 dorly ¢ il ke 03,871 b o 5 s ¥
(Tohidfam@jiau.ac.ir ¢G5 S c)

Ol 05 555 play o885 ol e 03 8 okl 3lom L tams ¥

Abstract

Islamic civilization in society is established based on Islamic
principles and values. In its second phase, the Islamic Revolution
has entered the second stage of self-purification, societal
construction, and civilizational development. In this process,
spirituality and religiosity are among the most prominent slogans of
the revolution. Here, the main question arises: what role can prayer
(salah) play in enhancing spirituality and religiosity and in
achieving the new Islamic civilization? Undoubtedly, prayer is the
best and most effective means to assist society in reaching the new
Islamic civilization and serves as a pillar and necessity for
civilization. However, this article seeks to examine how and why
prayer is effective in this process from the perspective of Ayatollah
Khamenei's thought, using a descriptive method and Fairclough's
critical discourse analysis. Our hypothesis is that in the thought of
Ayatollah Khamenei, prayer—due to its distinct characteristics—
leads human beings to complete felicity and enables them to attain
the pinnacle of civilization. Prayer has numerous individual and
social effects that facilitate both individuals and society in
achieving their desired objective, namely the new Islamic
civilization. According to Ayatollah Khamenei’s perspective, some
of the individual effects of prayer include: reaching the peak of
success, bringing peace to hearts, being a source of true joy and
happiness, increasing familiarity with Islamic teachings,
contributing to the strengthening of patience, maintaining one’s
connection with God, and preventing moral and spiritual
corruption. The social effects of prayer, as seen in his thought,
include: shaping the architecture of the Islamic system, establishing
a religious society, forming an enlightened community, acting as
the most critical factor in the reform of individuals and society,
reducing social harms, serving as an essential element of order and
discipline in society, and fostering the community’s hayat tayyibah
(pure and wholesome life).

All of these aspects play an influential and pivotal role in guiding
society toward the realization of the new Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Prayer, Second Step Statement, Fairclough's Critical
Discourse Analysis, New Islamic Civilization.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The concept of prayer (salah) within Islamic

theology holds not only a central place in personal
piety but also functions as a sociocultural
mechanism for spiritual and civilizational progress.
In the thought of Ayatollah Khamenei, prayer is
portrayed not merely as an act of devotion but as a
transformative tool integral to the realization of a
new Islamic civilization. This perspective emerges
particularly in the context of Iran's post-
revolutionary "Second Step Statement," which
prioritizes  spiritual  reconstruction, societal
architecture, and the revival of Islamic civilization.
The present article examines how prayer
contributes to this vision by analyzing Ayatollah
Khamenei’s discourse through a descriptive-
analytical approach grounded in Fairclough’s
model of critical discourse analysis. The study
asserts that the cognitive, emotional, and
communal dimensions of prayer generate both
individual elevation and societal cohesion—
elements considered essential for civilizational
progress. The analysis identifies prayer as more
than a spiritual mandate; it is a political, cultural,
and social fulcrum that nurtures identity, fosters
ethical comportment, and galvanizes collective
action. This interpretation aligns with the broader
trend in Islamic thought that views worship as a
foundational pillar of community-building and
civilization-making.

One of the most notable contributions of the article
lies in its detailed classification of the individual
and societal impacts of prayer. On the personal
level, prayer is linked with attaining ultimate
success, inner tranquility, authentic joy, and moral
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fortitude. Ayatollah Khamenei underscores the role
of prayer in deepening familiarity with Islamic
teachings and maintaining continuous spiritual
connection with the Divine. These effects are not
presented as abstract outcomes but as concrete
psychological and behavioral transformations that
enhance the believer’s capacity to contribute to
societal welfare. Furthermore, prayer reinforces
patience, deters moral decay, and fosters
psychological resilience. On the societal plane,
prayer is portrayed as a central agent in shaping the
geometry of the Islamic system, establishing a
religiously committed society, and cultivating a
spiritually luminous community. It operates as a
crucial corrective force, reducing social harms and
fostering social discipline. Most notably, it is
framed as the essential infrastructure for achieving
hayat tayyibah—a Qur’anic concept denoting a
wholesome and virtuous life. These dual axes of
impact suggest that prayer serves as the
metaphysical infrastructure for both moral
individualism and collective civic virtue.

The methodological lens adopted in this study—
Fairclough’s critical discourse analysis—adds
interpretive depth by illuminating the ideologically
embedded nature of Ayatollah Khamenei’s
language about prayer. This method reveals how
his discourse is not only informative but also
directive and mobilizational, aimed at shaping
public perception and behavior. The study traces
recurring linguistic patterns that reflect broader
ideological commitments: a synthesis of spiritual
revivalism and revolutionary activism. It illustrates
how Ayatollah Khamenei’s rhetoric around prayer
transcends pietistic exhortation to function as a
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strategy of political theology. The emphasis on
prayer as both a duty and a transformative act
constructs it as a form of resistance against secular
materialism, spiritual apathy, and sociopolitical
fragmentation. In this way, the study positions
prayer as a discursive tool that aligns the
metaphysical realm with socio-political reality,
effectively embedding it within the broader
framework of Islamic civilization-building. The
methodological rigor of discourse analysis allows
the article to unpack these layers and present a
nuanced understanding of prayer as a civilizational
force.

The article also critically engages with the
implications of institutionalizing prayer within
societal structures. Ayatollah Khamenei’s vision
implies that prayer must extend beyond private
ritual into public culture, permeating educational
institutions, government functions, and community
organizations. This extension challenges the binary
of private versus public religiosity by suggesting
that prayer, as a foundational act, carries civic
implications. For instance, its regular practice is
seen as inculcating discipline, punctuality, and a
sense of purpose—traits vital for administrative
efficiency and ethical governance. Moreover,
communal prayer settings such as mosques are
identified as loci of social capital, where trust,
cooperation, and collective identity are cultivated.
These dynamics illustrate the sociological
dimension of prayer in Ayatollah Khamenei’s
thought: it is not merely about spiritual orientation
but about cultivating the kind of citizenry capable
of sustaining an Islamic civilization. The article
thus suggests that prayer is envisioned as a form of
civilizational infrastructure, not dissimilar to
educational or economic systems, but one that
operates at the level of value generation and ethical
culture formation.

Furthermore, the study contrasts this view with
secular notions of modernity and civilization,
which often marginalize religious practice as
irrelevant to progress. In Ayatollah Khamenei’s
thought, such secularism is viewed as a form of
cultural imperialism that severs societies from their

V¥

metaphysical roots and ethical foundations. Prayer,
in contrast, is framed as a tool of resistance against
this alienation. It is portrayed as the means by
which Muslims maintain sovereignty over their
cultural and spiritual narratives. In this sense, the
act of prayer becomes a political gesture,
reclaiming space for the sacred within the modern
world. The article argues that this resistance is not
merely reactive but constructive, aimed at offering
an alternative vision of modernity rooted in Islamic
values. Within this framework, the spiritual
becomes the rational, the religious becomes the
political, and prayer becomes the engine of a
civilization that seeks to balance temporal success
with eternal values. The study's findings
underscore how deeply the practice of prayer is
embedded in Ayatollah Khamenei’s vision for an
Islamic civilization that is both historically
grounded and future-oriented.

In conclusion, the article demonstrates that in
Ayatollah Khamenei’s ideological framework,
prayer is not an isolated ritual confined to the
domain of personal piety. Rather, it functions as a
comprehensive civilizational strategy aimed at
cultivating individuals who are spiritually
anchored, morally wupright, and socially
responsible. This holistic vision positions prayer as
both a means and an end—a means to spiritual
elevation and societal harmony, and an end that
reflects the very essence of what it means to live a
meaningful, God-centered life. By fusing spiritual
devotion with societal transformation, Ayatollah
Khamenei constructs a theological-political
paradigm in which prayer becomes the linchpin of
civilizational  renewal. = This interpretation
challenges conventional secular understandings of
progress and proposes a model of development that
is simultaneously sacred and strategic. The findings
of this study are not only academically significant
but also carry practical implications for religious
educators, policymakers, and community leaders
striving to build a society aligned with Islamic
ideals. Through the lens of prayer, we are offered a
vision of civilization that is not only sustainable
and ethical but profoundly transcendent.
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